AILELC

Anna Irbe Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Foundation
Creating Caring communities in Tamil Nadu.

Reverend G and Mrs Mabel Stephen, fourth generation
Christians, joined her, working together for 14 years.
Together they developed an holistic Christian centre with
afarm producing all necessary provisions, Homes for children
and elderly residents, an elementary school with Mrs Mabel
Stephen as principal, a Primary Health care centre and
attached compounder (pharmacy) with Anna Irbe as head
nurse and with Outreach, Spiritual, Educational and Special
needs work in the surrounding villages.
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At the Kalpoondi Boys Home there are 15 — 21 boys between 6 and 16
years — depending on their family’s demands - from difficult backgrounds-
alcoholic and / or violent fathers, one or other parent having died or
unable to cope. Their day starts with prayers in the chapel at 6.30, then
duties such as sweeping and raking the grounds and watering trees and
plants, then study hour and breakfast before school. Healthy meals, a
Christian caring environment emphasizing moral values, help with school
homework, and learning to live as a group are aspects of the Home. Some
of the boys have had awards for academic studies and sport. This last
Christmas — 2014 - three old boys stayed at the Home for 3 days helping
with the Nativity play - one acted Herod, another the angel, and all
directed rehearsals.

Home boys being
active and inactive;
washing clothes,
slicing vegetables,
waiting for school,
helping with
Christmas lunch,
Joseph, Mary and the
donkey seek lodging

Sewing class in
MSWWT

and an evening
class in Chittoor







